CITY OF KNOXVILLE

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

TITLE:  Sidewalk Rehabilitation Participation

POLICY TITLE:  Sidewalk Rehabilitation Participation
     POLICY NO.: 32.4  

PURPOSE:  
The City of Knoxville instituted a Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) that became 

effective on January 1, 2004.  A portion of the LOST funds was designated for the repair of defective sidewalks.  The intent was for City crews to replace just the defective sidewalk and to leave in place good sidewalk.  The City also understands that some residents may prefer to replace their entire sidewalk and not just the portions that the City plans to replace.  The City has deemed it necessary to create this policy to address situations where residents choose to replace their entire sidewalk or do not desire to wait for the City to get to the replacement of their sidewalk.  This policy is intended to reimburse residents for only the cost of the concrete for that portion of sidewalk that would be replaced by the City.  Reimbursement for the cost of the concrete, not labor or other costs, will be approved on a lot-by-lot basis and only for sidewalk that is inspected prior to removal. This policy provides a method to ensure that the City’s sidewalks are safe.  This policy also provides a method to allow residents who would like to replace more than just the defective panels that would be replaced by the City or who do not want to wait for the City to repair their sidewalk to hire a contractor of their choosing to complete the work and receive a reimbursement for the cost of the concrete that the City would have used to repair their sidewalk.

POLICY:
The City of Knoxville will reimburse property owners for the cost of concrete to 

repair defective panels in accordance with the following:  

· Only those portions of sidewalks deemed “defective” and would be replaced by the City  as part of the sidewalk rehabilitation program are eligible for rehabilitation participation (determination made by City staff)

· All sidewalks must be inspected by City staff prior to removal or disturbance 

· Reimbursement will be at the rate of  $1.11 per square foot for 4” sidewalk and $1.66 per square foot for 6” concrete

· Property owners must have a “Cost Participation Letter” from the City stating the location and the amount of reimbursement and the letter must be signed by the City, the resident and the contractor prior to commencement of the construction activities.

· Under no circumstances will the City reimburse a resident for sidewalk that is removed or disturbed prior to the City inspecting the sidewalk and issuing a “Cost Participation Letter”

· The City will reimburse the property owner only after the work has been completed. Reimbursement will be by a check approved by the City Council.

· The City will make payment to the property owner only

· Property owner is responsible for all payments to the contractor

DATE OF POLICY:
April 5, 2004
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